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Medical

Canadian Light Source

One of the new tools for very sophisticated
analysis of the structure of molecules and
materials is the synchrotron. The first such
Canadian instrument is under development in
Saskatoon. Funding for this development came
from multiple sources, including $56 million
from the Canadian Foundation for Innovation,
$28.3 million from federal departments,

$25 million from the Government of
Saskatchewan, $2 million from SaskPower Inc.
and $300 000 from the Universities of Alberta
and Western Ontario. Because of the
synchrotron’s use in developing new drugs,
designing new microchips for more powerful
computers, manufacturing tiny biomedical
implants and creating new materials, MRC will
be contributing $5 million for its development.

Canadian Neurotrauma Research Program

Eight organizations, including the MRC, the
NeuroScience Canada Foundation and the Rick
Hansen Institute, have joined forces since
February 1999, to contribute over $2 million,
including $687,500 of MRC's support to finance
neurotrauma research activities. The Canadian
Neurotrauma Research Program will provide
operating subsidies and postdoctoral research
grants to strengthen capabilities and enhance
training in this field. The primary goal of this
partnership is to foster the exchange of ideas
and innovations in research with a view to
providing better treatment for brain and spinal
cord injuries.

Research Chairs in Women'’s Health

The women'’s health sector received a boost on
March 16, 1999, with the creation of Canada’s
first clinical research chairs in this field. This
$4.4 million investment is part of a joint
program involving MRC and Wyeth-Ayerst
Canada Inc., which is a member of Canada’s
Research Based Pharmaceutical Companies
(Rx&D). The company has agreed to contribute
$2 million over a five-year period with the
amount matched by participating universities.
MRC’s contribution is $400,000. The goals of
the chairs will be to facilitate or lead
multidisciplinary approaches to study the
critical issues in women'’s health; to stimulate
research and develop standards for clinical
excellence in the study of women’s health
issues; and to champion women’s health as a
field of research.

Research Council of Canada

Regional Partnerships Program

This year, eight health researchers at the
University of Saskatchewan were the first to
benefit from a new research grants program
aimed at strengthening the health research
community in Saskatchewan. The Saskatchewan
Regional Partnerships Program is a joint
initiative of MRC and the government of
Saskatchewan. This grants program will provide
$10 million for research over five years.
Saskatchewan is committed to investing

$1 million annually and MRC will match this
contribution over and above its regular
programs. The eight scientists will be
conducting research on subjects ranging from
public health to gene therapy and medical
imaging. A similar partnership agreement has
been concluded with the Government of
Manitoba and discussions are underway with
the Governments of New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland.

A Modern Health Research Enterprise -
the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research

My December 1998 presentation to the
government’s Standing Committee on Health
stressed the fact that the restoration of MRC's
budget to 1994 levels—an increase of

$40 million—had enabled us to support 225
additional projects, contribute to the training
of over 600 researchers, create the Partnerships
Challenge Fund with voluntary organizations in
the health field, and increase the budget of the
Regional Partnerships Program by $1 million. I
also observed that 79% of Canadians feel that
funding for health research should be increased
in order to bring about improvements in
population health and enable Canada to reap
the economic benefits of sharing its discoveries
with the rest of the world. Concerned about the
Canadian level of research funding, I urged the
Standing Committee on Health to consider a
bold new initiative that would build on the
excellence of Canadian research and maximize
our growth potential both intellectually and
economically: the Canadian Institutes of Health
Research (CIHR).

My Report, last year, outlined the case for the
development of a Canadian health research
network whose benefits would extend not only
to researchers, but also to individuals,
communities, regions, provinces and,



ultimately, to the entire health-care system. In
1999, this dream became a reality, marking the
culmination of a year of determined efforts on
the part of a very broad coalition including the
research community. Last fall, Health Research
Awareness Week, sponsored by the Association
of Canadian Teaching Hospitals (ACTH),
promoted the importance of research to
Canadians. Under the theme of 1% funding,
100% commitment, this campaign made it
possible for 82 institutions and

19 communities across Canada to participate.
Their activities underscored the value of health
research and called for an increase in public
funding of such research. This 1% solution
referred to a goal of federal funding equivalent
to one per cent of Canadian health care costs,
that is $800 million annually. Thanks to these
efforts, 1999 has been an historic year in
which ideas, paths and opportunities converged
to facilitate the development of a large-scale
collective endeavour.

The CIHR concept is based on six principles:
innovation, integration and comprehensiveness;
accountability and transparency; excellence and
peer review; simplicity; effectiveness; and
flexibility. For Canadian health research, this
initiative represents a transformation of
unprecedented scale and scope. CIHR is a
logical development for MRC. It increases its
commitment to the full spectrum of health
research, its responsiveness to public health
needs and its dedication to partnerships with
other granting agencies, universities, research
centres, as well as the voluntary and private
sectors.

The CIHR concept will transform both the
foundations and framework of health research
in Canada. It is a bold initiative that entails
some risk but promises much in the way of
vision and possibility. Because of this, the
concept won the support of the research
community, the voluntary sectors, the
provincial agencies, the teaching hospitals, the
private sector and especially, Health Minister
Allan Rock and his Cabinet colleagues. The
CIHR initiative will transform Canadian research
and allow new strengths to emerge: a research
environment that offers hope and
encouragement, funding that is internationally
competitive, a framework that promotes
cooperation and partnership, structures that are
transparent and provide greater accountability,

new intellectual capital that will enable Canada
to improve its position on world markets, and a
vigorous life sciences sector that will provide
high-quality jobs to thousands of Canadians, as
well as optimal levels of health care.

Research requires a stable base, hence it
cannot be funded episodically. It is a long term
investment. We must ensure sustained support
to develop new ideas, renew our facilities and,
above all, invest in people. Investment in
health research will allow us to achieve these
goals, as well as our vision of improving the
well-being of Canadians. In an era of abundant
and complex knowledge, our objective is clear.
As Health Minister Rock stated, our objective
must be to develop a system in the true sense
of the word, which will provide Canadians with
access to health information and services “at
the right time, in the right place.”

CIHR will enable us to take a more integrated
approach to research and to maximize the
benefits of new research resources. It will offer
researchers the best tools available to meet the
health challenges of the coming century. This
will require an enormous amount of work; in
comparison, the collective efforts which have
gone into establishing CIHR will seem like a
mere prelude.

We in the Canadian health-research community
have a duty to constructively shape the future.
Our role will be that of agents of development
for the CIHR and world ambassadors for the
institutes we will help to build.

Building has, in fact, been the motto of the
Medical Research Council of Canada since its
inception. The Council has never strayed from
this path, which now leads it toward
integration within a new organizational
framework. I hope that MRC will be remembered
as the birthplace of health research in Canada
as it is reborn as the Canadian Institutes of
Health Research. The future begins today:
Canadian researchers will one day recall that it
all began in 1999, at the turn of the century
and the dawn of a new millennium ...

Medical Research Council
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MRC Scholarships
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e Ethics
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Jointly Sponsored
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Research Training
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Canadian Genome
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Technology Program*
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of Excellence
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Research Program
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Site Review &
Other Grants
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Award for
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